Syllabus Research
	Title
	Source

	Syllabus Design
	https://bokcenter.harvard.edu/syllabus-design

	How to Read a Course Syllabus
	https://www.suffolk.edu/academics/advising-student-services/academic-success-services/student-resources/how-to-read-a-course-syllabus#

	How syllabi relate to outcomes in higher education: A study of syllabi learner-centeredness and grade inequities in STEM
	https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11023273/#:~:text=It%20has%20also%20been%20demonstrated,centered%20syllabi%20and%20such%20gaps.

	Correlations between Syllabus Schedule and
Academic Achievement, a Case Study
	https://conference.pixel-online.net/files/npse/ed0009/FP/4340-EDS4523-FP-NPSE9.pdf


	Assessing learner‐centredness through course
syllabi
	https://www.researchgate.net/publication/233056548_Assessing_Learner-Centredness_Through_Course_Syllabi?enrichId=rgreq-875842000700f0cdf48a65a7f881e1ee-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzIzMzA1NjU0ODtBUzo2NzA3OTU3MTgyMjU5MjNAMTUzNjk0MTU3MDcyNw%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf

	Project Syllabus: An Exploratory Study
of Learner-Centered Syllabi
	https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329710065_Project_Syllabus_An_Exploratory_Study_of_Learner-Centered_Syllabi

	Not Your Granddaddy’s Syllabus: Investigating Student Perceptions of Course Syllabi
	https://podnetwork.org/content/uploads/Not_Your_Grandaddys_Syllabus_Palmer.pdf

	PREPARING AN EFFECTIVE
SYLLABUS
CURRENT BEST PRACTICES
	https://www.researchgate.net/publication/242492590_Preparing_An_Effective_Syllabus_Current_Best_Practices

	Does the Document Matter? The Evolving Role of
Syllabi in Higher Education
	https://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/Syllabus%20Perceptions%20-%20Palmer%20%28FINAL%29.pdf

	Constructing a Syllabus: A Checklist
	https://ctl.wustl.edu/resources/constructing-a-syllabus/
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Content-Centered
Syllabi

Learner-Centered
Syllabi

Written from
point of view of

Teacher
(1 will..", “You will...”)

Students/Community
(“We will..”, “You will...")

Main focus

Content to be covered

How to learn effectively in the
course

Key questions
answered

What will happen in this course
and when?

Why is this course relevant and
how can students be successful?

Tone

Can range from dry/boring to
punitive/controlling

Positive, encouraging, inviting,
engaging

Learning is

Teacher-directed

Partnership between teachers and

viewed as students
Motivators Grades, punishment Meaningfulness, curiosity, student
employed autonomy, community

Created by Sara M. Fulmer
Information adapted from Cullen & Harris (2009) and Palmer, Wheeler, & Aneece (2016)
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Sample Assignment Descriptions

Content-Centered Learner-Centered

Journal Article Evaluation: Journal Article Evaluation (tied to SLOs 1 and 2):
You will be required to read This assignment is designed to assess your skills
three separate articles that as a critical reader and to apply the concepts
demonstrate different research taught in class to published research. Becoming
designs discussed in class. You a critical reader will help you in your future

will then be asked to answer career by enabling you to be accurate in your

several questions that pertain assumptions and predictions.

to one of the three articles.
%—/ You will be required to read three separate

articles that demonstrate different research
designs discussed in class. You will then be
asked to answer several questions that pertain
to one of the three articles.

Richmond, A. S. (2016). Constructing a Learner-Centered Syllabus: One Professor’s Journey. IDEA Paper #60. Retrieved
from hitps://www.ideaedu.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/IDEA%20Papers/IDEA%20Papers/PaperIDEA_60.df




